Revision Strategies
A Guide for Students and Parents in Years 10 and 11

We understand that this feels like a pinnacle moment in our students’ education. They have worked hard throughout their school
career to reach this point and we know that their success at Key Stage 4 has the power to shape their future. With this can come a
range of emotions: excitement, stress or worry. At Apollo, we are determined to support our students academically and emotionally so
that they can reach their potential.
We intend to:
•
provide a focused curriculum that allows students to prepare well for Year 11 assessments
•
provide the best pastoral care through our Care and Guidance team to ensure that pupils have a strong sense of wellbeing
•
track our students understanding of key concepts so that we can intervene with extra support if necessary
•
communicate with parents regularly so that they can support their child at home
•
recognise that our students are individuals and support them to be the best they can be
As
•
•
•
•
•

parents and carers we ask that you:
talk about your child’s learning with them
engage with us as much as possible so that you know how to support your child
encourage your child to enhance their learning at home through independent study, completing home learning and revision to the
best of their ability
support our guidance about whether extra interventions or attendance at after school study sessions is required
help your child to establish good habits regarding sleeping, eating, exercising and screen time

The information contained within this booklet will provide our students with a range of
strategies to help them revise for their exams.

Revision should be ACTIVE not passive…

Flashcards

Complete quizzes

Highlighting

Create mind maps

Re reading texts

Practise exam questions
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When planning a revision timetable…
Use INTERLEAVED PRACTICE
Avoid revising in big chunks / blocks as it goes against the importance of repetition that is essential for
learning and memory.
Rotating subjects keeps the mind active!
Don’t revise all of your topics in one go (blocked revision/cramming).
Instead, you should revise sections or ‘chunks’ of a topic for smaller amounts of time (15-30 minutes) and then
move onto another ‘chunk’ from a different topic. This method will help to improve your memory!
“Blocked
revision”

“Interleaved
revision”

Be

the

best

you

can

be

Nurturing independent learning…
GCSEPod gives your child access to thousands of hours of
professionally produced, audio-visual Pod content which will
benefit them throughout their final GCSE revision preparation. The
materials have been produced specifically for students to practice
skills needed for extended written answers, something that is
important in most subjects.
https://www.gcsepod.com/

Other online resources available include…

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

https://www.thenational.academy
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https://hegartymaths.com

The first time you learn or hear something
you very quickly forget it as we only have
limited space in our working memory.

Repetition…

Regularly revising information you have
been taught helps to secure this
knowledge in your long term memory so
you can retrieve it when needed!
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Revision – time and place…
Research shows that revision is most effective when the conditions represent an ‘exam’ environment
•
•
•
•

Sit at a desk.
Avoid distractions: NO PHONES/ MUSIC.
Work in a quiet space i.e.. Bedroom.
If you work better in the mornings then schedule more challenging subjects in the morning.

Self quizzing…
Using a knowledge organiser, revision guide, school book, flash cards and any other form of revision material: read,
cover, recall and then check your answers.

You might want to make quiz questions for yourself or get a friend/family member
to quiz you.
Any questions that you get wrong will highlight gaps in your knowledge,
you will then know to spend some times revising these areas.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LLZvCymL4rU
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Mind maps…
What are the benefits of mind mapping:
• Mind mapping is a beneficial learning tool to help students brainstorm and explore any ideas, concepts, or problems.
• They facilitate better understanding of relationships and connections between ideas and concepts.
• They make it easy to communicate new ideas and thought processes.
• They allow students to easily recall information.
• They help students take notes and plan tasks.
• They make it easy to organize ideas and concepts.
How to create an effective mind map:
• Choose a topic or big question for the centre of the page. This is the main idea of the mind map.
• From that main idea, create thick branches (as many as needed), that each represent a single word/ little question
that relates to the main topic. Then, create thinner sub-branches that stem from the main branches to further expand
on ideas and concepts. These sub-branches will also contain key words that explain the topic of the branch it stems
from, and could even include key examples/ evidence/ dates etc. This helps develop and elaborate the overall
theme of the mind map.
To emphasise certain points:
• Use different colours and images to differentiate the main branches/ sub branches.
• Use different style of fonts: BOLD/ ITALICS.
• Use words written in capital letters and lower case.
• Using images and sketches can also be helpful in brainstorming and creating the sub-branch topics.
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Mind maps…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=tIpK1-yKWk0
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How to study flashcards
using the Leitner system

Flashcards…

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ

What are the benefits of flashcards:

• Flashcards are used to help re-call factual information on any topic.
• Students can use these on their own or can work with friends or family to test their knowledge.
• Any subject matter can use this method including vocabulary, formulae, historical dates, quotations or any short
answer question.
• They can help students to remember key information and facts that they will need in their exams.
• Spaced testing with these flashcards has been proven to help knowledge retention.
How to create effective flashcards:
• For each topic or sub-topic the cards should be a certain colour or be grouped together using different coloured
bands so each area of the course is clearly identifiable.
• Using revision guides, knowledge organisers or class notes, the key information needs to be identified and
translated in to the flashcard format. Usually, each flashcard should only have one piece of information. For
example, one side of the card will have a question and the other side will have the answer to that question.
• Flashcards can be purchased with all the key information on. Although these are very useful, the process of
creating the cards is a good form of revision in itself.
To emphasise certain points use:
• Different colours and images.
• Different style of fonts: BOLD/ ITALICS Images can be useful as prompts/reminders.
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Revision clocks…
A revision clock is similar to a mind map as it breaks down the content in to manageable chunks.
•
•
•
•
•

First you draw a basic clock.
You then take a subject or a topic and break it down in to 12 sub-categories/facts/key points.
Make notes in each chunk of the clock.
You can then use the clock to revise – maybe spend 5 minutes on each segment.
You can turn the clock over and try to remember/write out as much information as you can from one segment e.g.
all of the information in the 3pm – 4pm segment.

This method can be
useful to help visualise a
timeline of key dates or
events.
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Timelines…
Timelines are useful to help you remember the
chronological order of events.

This could be the key events of a particular time period, or
could be the events found in a play or book.
Like a mind map it helps if you use colour to cateogorise,
and use pictures to help you remember certain facts.
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Diagrams and dual coding…
Diagrams can be an effective memory trigger.
Force yourself to condense your revision notes down to key
words.
Use colours and images to help make the information
meaningful and memorable.

Dual coding is the process of combining verbal materials with visual materials. Simply
take information that you are trying to learn, and draw visuals to go with it
For some people, the brain finds it easier to remember images rather than words.
Using pictures alongside key words might help you to remember important information
and key terms.
Try to come up with different ways to represent the information.
For example: a timeline, a cartoon strip or a diagram of parts that work together.

Learn more about dual coding here:
https://www.learningscientists.org/blog/2016/9/1-1
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Key words…
When we speak or write we use sentences with a
beginning, middle and end but our memory doesn’t
work in the same linear fashion.

Often a key word can ‘jog’ your memory to remember a
range of other information about a topic without having
to remember every single word from a text/lesson.
Try using key words in your learning to see if it helps
you to remember whole topics without you having to
waste time writing down unnecessary words.

Common methods of revision that are least effective….
•
•
•

Highlighting key points
Re-reading text
Summarising text

Remember, revision should be active and not passive.
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Past papers…
When students have carried out revision on each topic and have a secure knowledge, it is important that they apply
this to exam style questions using past papers that can be found on exam board websites.
Navigate yourself on the exam board website by selecting the
appropriate subject and level (KS4/GCSE).

Students need to ensure they are aware of
the command words in exam papers and
what they are asking them to do:

In the assessment section of the website you will be able to find
past papers and the corresponding mark scheme.
Practicing exam style questions is of great benefit to students
as they become familiar with the structure of the paper and the
style of questions that are asked.
Mark schemes are also useful tools as they provide examples
of the kind of answers the examiners are expecting to see and
guidance on how to achieve marks.
Students would benefit from testing themselves in timed
conditions.
Students can check with their teacher if they are unsure of
the exam board for a specific subject.
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Supporting students with individual needs…
Break revision into
smaller chunks of 15
minutes with a break
in between topics.

Use visual resources
– pictures, videos,
mind maps rather
than lots of reading.

Create a revision
routine and stick to
it!

Start with the key
vocabulary – make
sure you know the
meanings of the key
topics words.

Revision can be tough for some students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.
Here you will find some strategies that might help.
Revision doesn’t
have to mean writing
or drawing.
Discussing key
information can be
just as effective.

Plan a reward that
you can look forward
to once you have
successfully
completed your
revision.

Work with others.
Pair up with
somebody in the
same class or even
work with a trusted
adult..

Revisit topics more
than once. It will
often take multiple
attempts to
remember key
information.

Remember, it is ok to ask if you need more help.
Talk to your teacher or a member of the SEND team to get more support.
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